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court, reprisal from the batterer and other possible risks. 

Undocumented victims may be afraid that seeking help will 

result in charges by the Immigration and Naturalization 

Service (INS) . When victims do come forward, their cases 

can present distinct challenges. In many instances there 

are no witnesses and the court and professionals involved 

are simply weighing one party's statements against the 

other's. Gender bias studies in a number of states 

document that women are believed less often than men are. 

J. Zorza, "Protecting the Children in Custody Disputes When

One Parent Abuses the Other," Clearinghouse Review 1113, 

1117 n51 (April 1996). 

the outcome as well. 

The parties' appearances may affect 

Victims are typically anxious and 

afraid when testifying in court in the face of their 

abuser. The abuser, on the other hand, may remain very calm 

and collected on the witness stand and may belie the 

court's image of a violent, coercive person. N. Lemon, 

Domestic Violence and Children: Resolving Custody and 

Visitation Disputes: A National Judicial Curriculum 34 at 

78 (Family Violence Prevention Fund 1995). 

Further, in ruling that appellant's address could not 

be safeguarded absent a FRO, the court erroneously suggests 

that the Prevention of Domestic Violence Act (PDVA), 

N.J.S.A. 2C:25-17 et seq., provides the exclusive remedy 
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