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This Moment & The Way Forward

• How did we get here and what does this 
moment require of us? 

• How do we collectively lift our voices to seize 
this moment and to emerge stronger 
together?

• How do we collectively advocate to build 
systems that repair harm, create wealth, 
transform justice and harness democratic 
power—from the ground up—in New Jersey?















From its founding as 
a colony, New Jersey 

created a racially 
exclusive system for 

distributing 
property—which has 
led to the stark racial 
wealth gap we see 

today. 



• New Jersey provided each English white
settling family with 150 acres of land and
additional 60 acres for each enslaved
Black person who worked on that land.

• By the 1800s, more than two-thirds of all
enslaved Black people in the North were
held captive here in New Jersey.

• And after becoming the last Northern state
to end formal slavery, New Jersey
developed its own form of sharecropping.



There is a direct line from the enslavement
of Black people in New Jersey to:
 sharecropping;
 restrictive covenants;
 denial of homeownership opportunities

through the GI Bill for Black WWII veterans;
 Jim Crow segregation;
 Redlining;
 Exclusionary zoning policies;
 Predatory lending practices;
 Today’s racial wealth gap.



The way forward: 
advocacy from 
the ground up. 



Black In New Jersey
2021-2022 Action Agenda

www.njisj.org

-Build Wealth
-Transform Justice

-Build Power
-Repair harm of racism

















“The 
conversation 

has to be 
about 

reparations.”
—Lieutenant 

Governor Sheila Oliver



Take Action 
Now:

400yearsnj.or
g



“[W]hile we have our 
eyes on the future, 

history has its eyes on 
us.” 

—Amanda Gorman
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