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LSN.J Weighs in on U.S. and NJ Supreme Court Cases
Part One of a Two-Part Series

Maryann Flanigan Sutherland

Vice President, Legal Services of
New Jersey, and Chief Counsel,

Foreclosure Defense

In this first installment of our two-
part series, we highlight the powerful
role impact litigation plays in ad-
vancing our mission and protecting
the rights of those we serve. Through
strategic advocacy before state
and federal courts, our organization
works not only to resolve individual
cases, but fo secure lasting systemic
change that strengthens communities
across our state. This edition spotlights
several major initiatives that exemplify

how strategic mission-driven litigation

can clarify the law, expand access to
justice, and safeguard fundamental
rights for vulnerable individuals and
families.

Part | describes cases before the
U.S. Supreme Court involving proper-
ty tax foreclosures. Part Il will high-
light arguments made before the NJ
Supreme Court by LSNJ's Consumer
Chief Counsel David McMillin.

On October 6, 2025, LSNJ
filed an amicus brief supporting the
petitioners in McGee, et al. v. Alger
County Treasurer, et al. (U.S. Su-
preme Court docket 25-203). The
petition challenged whether surplus
equity claim procedures that bar
property owners from recovering ex-
cess value after tax foreclosure violate
the Takings and Due Process Clauses
of the U.S. Constitution, and asked
the Court to overrule Nelson v. City
of New York, 325 U.S. 103 (1956).
Then on December 8, 2025, LSNUJ
filed an amicus brief supporting the
petitioners in Pung v. Isabella County
(U.S. Supreme Court docket 25-95),
reviewing whether forced tax foreclo-

sure auctions violate the Takings and

Excessive Fines Clauses of the U.S.
Constitution. Both dockets are publicly
available on the U.S. Supreme Court
(SCOTUS) website.

InJanuary 2026, the Court de-
nied certiorari in McGee. On Febru-
ary 3, 2026, McGee filed a petition
for rehearing, citing SCOTUS's grant
of certfiorari in Pung and the Pung
respondent’s reliance on Nelson.
McGee requested a grant or stay of
its petition pending resolution of Pung,
but that request was denied. While
Pung is under review and New Jersey
homeowners' legal rights remain
unchanged, LSNJ continues efforfs to
educate property owners and advo-
cate on their behalf.

Separately in January 2026,
Maryann Flanigan Sutherland
presented LSNJ's work with the
National Consumer Law Center on a
brief entitled “New Jersey: State-level
Policy Scan of Law Impacting Heirs'
Property” (available at assetfunders.

org/resource/new-jersey-state-

level-policy-scan-of-law-impacting-

heirs-property). LSNJ's presentation

Continved on page 6
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President’s Message

Dawn K. Miller, Esq.

President, Legal Services of New Jersey

For sixty years, Legal Services
has stood at the front lines of the fight
against poverty in New Jersey. What
began as a bold movement toward
equal justice under law has grown
info a powerful fradition and prom-
ise—driven by advocates, strength-
ened by pro bono partners, and
sustained by donors who believe, as
we do, that access to justice is not a
privilege, but a right.

This edition of our newsletter
reflects both the urgency of our work
and the extraordinary impact we
achieve together.

You will read about a client
whose life was transformed through
skilled legal advocacy—a survivor

reclaiming safety and stability, and
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being given a meaningful second
chance. This sfory is a reminder
that behind every case is a human
being whose future hangs in the
balance.

Our Anti-Trafficking Unit
(PROTECT) continues to ex-
pand its reach, providing frau-
ma-informed, survivor-centered
representation fo some of the
most vulnerable members of our
community. Through coordinated
legal strategy, partnership with
service providers, and dedicated
litigation, PROTECT is not only
securing individual relief but also
building systemic protections that
disrupt cycles of exploitation.

At the appellate level, our impact
litigation team is advancing critical
mortgage defense cases before the
New Jersey Supreme Court and the
United States Supreme Court. These
cases have implications far beyond
the individual homeowners we
represent. They address fundamental
questions of due process, faimess in
foreclosure proceedings, and the in-
tegrity of our civil jusfice system. When
we appear before our highest courts,
we do so on behalf of thousands of
low-income families whose housing
stability and economic security de-
pend on principled legal protections.

None of this work happens in iso-

lation. It is made possible by the gen-

As we reflect on
our history, we
also look ahead
with purpose and
determination.

erosity of donors who invest in justice,
and by members of the legal com-
munity who contribute their expertise,
time, and leadership. Your partnership
allows us not only to respond to crisis,
but to shape precedent, strengthen
protections, and build a more equita-
ble New Jersey.

As we reflect on our history, we
also look ahead with purpose and
determination. This year, we com-
memorate our 0th Anniversary—six
decades of advancing justice and
expanding opportunity for low-in-
come individuals and families across
our state. | invite you to save the date
(December 9) for this event, where
we will honor our past and recommit
ourselves to the work still ahead.

Thank you for standing with us.
Together, we are not only providing
legal services—we are preserving
homes, protecting rights, combating
exploitation, and ensuring that justice

in New Jersey is accessible to all.



LSNJ PROTECT Anti-Trafficking Project

Yolanda’s Journey and Path fo Recovery

Yolanda (not her real name)
learned of LSNJ when her child's
hospital social worker referred her
to the Legal Assistance to Medical
Patients (LAMP) Project. It didn't take
long for intake staff to recognize signs
of human trafficking and an extended
history of abuse datfing back de-
cades.

Yolanda had given birth to her first
child in her teens in her home coun-
fry, following rape by a local gang
member. Later, she met a man online,
with whom she began fo text, video
chat, and develop a long-distance
relationship. Lured with promises
of marriage and a better life in the
United States, she agreed to travel to
the Midwest. Once across the bor-
der, Yolanda's trafficker demanded
repayment for the journey, as well
as ongoing exorbitant payments for
food and rent—forcing her to work af
times 75 hours a week at hotels and
restaurants and hand over all of her
paychecks. She was abused physical-
ly, verbally, and sexually, and told that
her documents had been lost. After a
dangerous escape and further abuse
at the hands of men offering to help
her, Yolanda eventually relocated to
New Jersey and was finally able to
access the help she so desperately

needed and deserved.

A social worker with LSNJ's PRO-
TECT Anti-Trafficking Project connect-
ed Yolanda with food and financial
assistance for her family, while legal
advocates helped them obtain T Visas
(a special status reserved for victims
of severe human trafficking) and
helped her older son obtain Special
Immigrant Juvenile status."Truly, | never
imagined having the opportunity to
have immigration status because |
didn't think that I had any chance,”
says Yolanda. “But, when | contact-
ed the office, and | told them about
my case, they gave me options.” The
stability of legal sfatus with a pathway
fo permanent residence and citizen-
ship is critical because of Yolanda's
medically fragile youngest child, who
is a US citizen. If forced to return to
her home country, she would have to
make an unthinkable decision. “Bring-
ing him to her home country, with his
complex and ongoing medical care
needs, could be life-threatening,”
says PROTECT Director Avtar Shep-
pard-Singh. Legal immigration status
enables Yolanda and her family to
live safely, with the stability to provide
the best care for her children. With
all of this behind her, Yolanda has al-
ready become a source of hope and

support to her friends and neighbors.

“They have been very
good at guiding me
through all the best
options and also in
educating me about
my entire immigration
process. ... | am very
grateful to everyone.”
- Yolanda

Legal Services Client

LSNJ's PROTECT Anti-Trafficking
Project assists victims and survivors of
sex and labor trafficking with a range
of legal issues including immigration
assistance, victim witness oo’vococy/
criminal record clearing, and family

matters.
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disparities were discussed.

View this and prior Justice

Series webinars at www.

Pl]LITICAl EUUALITY

Ecnmmnmnms Isnj.ora/special-events

miller-justice-series.

The Melville “De” Miller

Justice Series is free, open
fo the general public, and
created in honor of LSNJ's

WOMEN'S RIGHTS HEALTH

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

On December 15, 2025, legal
Services of New Jersey presented
the latest webinar in its Melville “De”
Miller, Jr., Justice Series, Reproductive
Rights and Health in New Jersey.
Moderated by LSNJ Senior Vice
President Akil Roper, the event brought
together experts to discuss recent

developments and critical issues in

founder, De Miller. The pro-

reproductive rights, policy advocacy, grams are designed to highlight areas

and health implications from key of broad social and legal justice that
perspectives in the field, including
Aarin Williams from NUDCR, Jeanne
LoCicero of ACLU-NJ, Jasmine
Winters of Cherry Hill Women's

Center, and Roslyn Rogers Collins of

have an impact on the low-income
community in New Jersey—from new
advocacy or government initiatives to

specific issues or areas of law.

Planned Parenthood of Metropolitan

New Jersey. The current state of

SAVE THE DATE

Wednesday, December 9, 2026

The Palace at Somerset Park

Visit our website to learn about
sponsorship opportunities!
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Community Education

Keeping Safe in a Digital World Free Webinar

Cybersecurity offen
feels technical and over-
whelming, but staying safe
is less about understanding

computers and more about

o KEEPING SAFE
understanding human IN A DIGITAL WO

behavior. This presenta-

fion, created in partnership
with Verizon and avail- LSNIJ | LEGAL RIGHTS SERIES
able on LSNJ's websites

and YouTube channel,

cuts through the jargon to
provide a practfical,
non-technical guide

Legal Servis s -
' LSNJ I Searcn B vonare
d eS | g n ed TO d efe n d St oW cersey GET LEGAL HELP ~ JOIN US ~ ABOUTUS ~ SUPPORT OURWORK ~ MEDIA CENTER ~ SPECIAL EVENTS ~ NJ POVERTY (PRI)

against scams.

LSN] seeks equal access to justice for all. We provide
free legal help to low-income New Jerseyans,
conduct poverty research, and publish legal
education resources.

LEARN MORE APPLY FOR FIND SELF-HELP
ABOUT LSN) LEGAL HELP RESOURCES

Trainers include
James Borg, Chief
Technology Officer,

legal Services of

New Jersey and HIGHLIGHTS
Christopher Pea-
cock, Distinguished

SEUR S

rag A

PRO BONO MONTH

Engineer, Verizon.

o —
CYBERSECURITY TRAINING
KEEPING SAFE IN A DIGITAL WORLD—DECEMBER 12, 1-2 P.M. FALL 2025 POVERTY TO JUSTICE NEWSLETTER

LSNJ.org has a new look!

Check out our recently redesigned website to learn
more about the critical mission of Legal Services in
New Jersey and the many ways to get involved.
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LSNJ Weighs In

LSNJ Weighs in on U.S. and NJ Supreme Court Cases

Continued from cover

emphasized generational costs of Michigan’s unconsti-
/7 ofe
tax foreclosures, particularly for tutional and overrule For most fomlhes, homes and

heirs facing “tangled tille” issues that Nelson as the basis home equ,fy represenf the Iqrgesf
prevent probate resolution. The brief for such procedures. wealth asset. NJ law offers strong

and an accompanying Social Return LSNJ argues that

protections in certain areas, but

on Investment report aim to raise New Jersey’s claim
awareness, encourage legislative procedure is uncon- also enables the total loss of
reforms that help heirs preserve assets | sfitutional for similar home equn‘y in tax foreclosures
and equity, and promote investment to | reasons and asks which can systemica”y sfrip
ist affected ities. the Court t f .| .
qssistatiecied communtiies he ourtio gran families of generational wealth.
the petition.

Summary of LSNJ Amicus Arguments It is crucial that individuals

Pung: Despite

in McGee, et al. v. Alger County Tyfer, Michigan and understand their f'ighfS. ”

Treasurer, et al. and Pung v. Isabella ;
New Jersey are - Maryann Flanigan Sutherland

two sfates ufilizing LSNUJ Vice President and Chief Counsel,
forced sale pro-

County

In Tyler v. Hennepin County, 598
U.S. 631 (2023), SCOTUS held that

when the government takes private

_ Foreclosure Defense
cedures that fail

to produce “fair
property to safisfy tax debt, the U.S.

Constitution Fifth and Fourteenth

market value”

as required for

Amendments require payment to the iust compensa-

PART TWO OF THIS
SERIES

The next issue of Poverty to Justice

property owner for any surplus value | -0 ihe

exceeding the debt. Takings Clause.

McGee: Despite Tyler, Michi- LSNJ contends

gan and New Jersey enforce surplus

that a constitu-

equity claim procedures that do not iional tax fore- will include an article about

guarantee payment of surplus value, )
closure process another major case, argued on

and therefore deny property owners st ensure that

January 6 by LSNJ Consumer
Chief Counsel David McMillin,

involving legal remedies in

from receiving their just compensation surplus equity

promised by the U.S. Constitution. efects fair

Pefitioner argues that Michigan's pro- | 1t Ualue.

predatory lending—Scott Diana v.
LVNV Funding LLC.

cedure violates the Takings and Due
Process Clauses, and asks SCOTUS

to find preclusive claims processes like
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Winter Break Interns

Thank you to our
Rutgers University Law
winter break inferns!
These talented students
assisted with research
and writing in areas
of essential civil legal
aid for economically
disadvantaged
individuals in NJ

who cannot secure a

lawyer on their own.

In order: Autumn Parlatore, Emily Norgard, Ellen Campbell, Lesley Branch, Sami Coffman,

Anastasia Swanson-Boyd, and Chelsea Johnson

“I chose to intern with Legal
Services this winter because
| wanted to be a part of

a top-quality organization
committed to its local
community. The experience
exceeded my expectations:
| learned from experienced
attorneys, deepened my
understanding of the

law, and considered

policy implications.

Thank you, LSNJ!”

- Emily Norgard, TL, Rutgers-Newark

“| wanted to spend at least some of
my time over break doing some more
public interest work. | want to be able
to apply the knowledge I'm privileged
to get to something of value. | wanted
to provide some assistance, and |
wanted to gain more experience and
learn some new things... | learned more
about administrative law, immigration,
appeals. Being able to broaden my
knowledge to help LSNJ and its clients,
in addition to potentially use that
knowledge later, is a great feeling.”

- Sami Coffman, 3L, Rutgers-Camden



Join Us | Follow Us | Support Us

Poverty to Justice quarterly newsletter includes

updates on our work, our clients, and our volunteers

LSNJ as we move fogether foward the shared mission of jusfice.

~——————

www.LSNJLAW.org — A legal information
website to help you learn more about
your civil legal rights in New Jersey
and access materials to help you

represent yourself pro se.

www.LSNJ.org - An organizational web-
site where you can learn about the

work of Legal Services.

www.PROBONONJ.org — A site where
attorneys can learn about and sign up

for pro bono opportunities.

www.NJEJLA.org — The New Jersey Equal
Justice Library and Archive is an
educational resource that includes a
history of Legal Services in New Jer-
sey, interviews with current and former

staff, and tributes fo major contributors

to social justice.
© Tiffani Smith

ﬂ @ G Follow Us on Social Media. Stay up to date on New Jersey legal alerts and infor-

mation, as well as other Legal Services news and events. Click any icon on the lefthand
POVERTY 0 JUSTICE ™™
Support Legal Services in New Jersey. If you are an attorney, you can register to
A Quarterly Report from volunteer on the www.probononj.org website. For information on job openings, vol-
Legal Services of New Jersey unteer and internship opportunities, or to make a donation, visit www.Isnj.org or email
development@Isnj.org.

To be added to the mailing st Cy pres awards from class action settlements provide significant support for our work.

for thi letter, il .
or s newsietier ,emcl Checks should be made payable to “Legal Services of New Jersey.” For more
development@Isnj.org.

information, email eshulman@lIsnj.org.
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