





Good evening, and welcome!

Thank you for joining us tonight. It is an honor to welcome you fo this year's Equal Justice
Awards Reception to reflect on and celebrate the impaciful contributions made to advance
access o jusfice for all.

Fach year, this event serves as a powerful reminder that the pursuit of justice is a shared and
ongoing commitment. It is a responsibility that belongs to all of us, as society has a stake in
ensuring equal access to legal representation, regardless of one's financial circumstances. We
all have a role to play in this collective effort, and we are deeply grateful for the dedication of
those who support this mission—whether you are joining us for the first fime tonight or returning as
a long-fime ally.

We are proud fo recognize the exceptional impact made by law firms, legislators, advocates,
volunteer attorneys, and community organizations. Their unwavering efforts continue to advance
justice for those who need it most. During this evening's program, we will:

* Honor the invaluable confributions of pro bono volunteers and partnering organizations
throughout the sfate, who have been especially instrumental during this post-pandemic
period of increased need for civil legal assistance;

* Acknowledge the commitment of Senate Majority Leader M. Teresa Ruiz, whose efforts
have significantly advanced the cause of justice for low-income individuals; and

* Induct The Honorable Shelia Y. Oliver, posthumously, into the NJEJLA Circle of Honor,
forever memorializing her extraordinary contributions that have helped move us closer to
justice.

We gather at a time of special challenges to legal Services and the low-income individuals
and families we represent. At both the national and state levels, threats to equal justice loom
large. In addition, our sfate and nation continue to face a widespread denial of civil legal
rights for those who cannot afford legal representation. Indeed, low-income New Jerseyans
do not receive any or enough legal help for nearly nine in ten of their civil legal problems.
Unrepresented defendants face a steep battle as they struggle to navigate the complexities of
court processes and procedures without a full understanding of their rights, the relevant legal
terminology, or the various steps in the court process, often with devastating consequences. The
promise of our democracy—equal justice under the law —is sfill out of reach for far too many.

Together, we can create a future where access to legal representation is no longer a privilege,
but a fundamental right that is available to all. Let us leave here tonight more determined than
ever fo bring that vision to life.

Thank you once again for your support and for being part of this critical mission.

Dawn K. Miller, Esq., President
legal Services of New Jersey

April 29,2025



legal Services of New Jersey is deeply grafeful to our generous sponsors.

Equal Justice Champion

Equal Justice Leader

Equal Justice Partners

DLA PIPER

Cynthia M. Jacob, Esq.
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Equal Justice Supporters

Karol Corbin Walker, Esq.

MORAN, DUNST
& DOUKAS, LLP

ATTORNEYS at LAW

Equal Justice Friends

John P. Kahn, Esq.
Dawn K. Miller, Esq.



5:30 Cocktails and Buffet
7:00 Awards Program
Opening Remarks

Presentation of Equal Justice Medals

Major Contributors

All of the major contributors are listed in the program. Each in aftendance
tonight received at registration an embossed attestation of their 2025 Equal
Justice Medal as a major contributor. We will ask the contributors from each

program to stand and be recognized.

Exceptional Contributors

The work of these exceptional contributors is described in the program.
Fach will be called to the stage to receive their award.

Significant Contributors

The work of these significant confributors is described in the program.
Fach will be called to the stage to receive their award.



Presentation of LSNJ Board of Trustees Resolution

Michael K. Furey, Esq.
Day Pitney

Presentation of Special Award

The Lipman-Franks Award
Senate Majority Leader M. Teresa Ruiz

New Jersey Senator for District 29

Presentation of Inductee into the New Jersey Equal Justice
Library and Archive Circle of Honor

The Honorable Sheila Y. Oliver (posthumously)

Lieutenant Governor of the State of New Jersey

Closing Thoughts

Dawn K. Miller, Esq.

President, legal Services of New Jersey



Legal Services of New Jersey
100 Metroplex Drive at Plainfield Avenue
Suite 101, P.O. Box 1357

Edison, New Jersey 08818-1357
Phone: (732) 572-9100
Fax: (732) 572-0066
www.lsnj.org
www.Isnjlaw.org

RESOLUTION OF THE LEGAL SERVICES OF NEW JERSEY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

WHEREAS, Michael Furey, Esg. joined the Legal Services of New Jersey (LSNJ) Board of
Trustees in December 1997 and recently retired at the end of December 2024.

WHEREAS, Michael Furey, a longtime and dedicated member of the Board of Trustees of
Legal Services of New Jersey, Inc., for 28 years has provided exceptional service and leadership
throughout his tenure on the Board, demonstrating commitment to the success and growth of the
organization; and

WHEREAS, Michael Furey, as one of Legal Services of New Jersey’s longest-standing Board
members, is widely esteemed among the Board and the Legal Services’” management team for his
wisdom and insight, calm and methodical manner, and consummate professionalism. Michael Furey
is recognized for his voice of reason and, when necessary, skillfully playing the role of conciliator
during debates or difficult decision-making.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the entire Board formally extends its deep and
sincerest gratitude to Michael Furey for his years of service on the Board, his lasting impact on the
organization, and his deep-seated commitment to Legal Services of New Jersey and its mission to
secure equal justice for all New Jerseyans.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board recognizes and thanks Michael Furey for the
significant impact and immeasurable value his leadership and problem-solving abilities have brought
to the organization, particularly as Legal Services navigated both challenges and opportunities.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board extends its best wishes for Michael Furey’s
future endeavors, with sincere hopes for continued success, health, and happiness in retirement.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the undersigned have executed this Resolution on the 10" day of
March 2025 on be half of the Board of Trustees of Legal Services of New Jersey (LSNJ).

Cypthiz Qacat S

Cynthla Jacob, Eg Jo{n/P. Kahn, Esq.
Board Chair Board Secretary

Dawn K. Miller, Esq.
President






New Jersey Equal Justice Library and Archive
Circle of Honor

For 59 years, legal Services in New Jersey has been a central force in the sfruggle for civil legal
justice in this state. Through the New Jersey Equal Justice Library and Archive (NJEJLA), LSNJ
preserves key materials relating o the quest for equality in New Jersey, to serve as a resource for
educators and all residents, with collections in both digital and physical formats.

A major component of the NJEJLA is the Circle of Honor, heralding those who have made
extraordinary achievements in advancing equal justice, and whose efforts and lives stand as
enduring paradigms for others to emulate. The Circle of Honor furthers the NJEJLA's historical,
educational, and preservation goals, as well as a fourth key purpose —inspiration.

Tonight's Circle of Honor inductee, the Honorable Sheila Y. Oliver joins Michael R. Cole, Chief
Counsel to Governor Thomas H. Kean and former chair of the LSNJ Board of Trustees; The
Honorable James H. Coleman, Jr,, former justice, Supreme Court of New Jersey, and former
chair of the LSNJ Board of Trustees; Robert Del Tufo, former atforney general of New Jersey and
former member of the LSNJ Board of Trustees; Douglas S. Eakeley, former chair of the LSNJ Board
of Trustees and former chair of the LSC Board of Directors; Kenneth C. Frazier, former president
and CEO of Merck and Co., Inc., current executive chair of Merck'’s board of directors, and
former member of the LSNJ Board of Trustees; The Honorable Thomas H. Kean, 48th governor

of New Jersey; Wynona M. Llipman, New Jersey's first Black female state senator; Melville “De”
Miller, Jr., co-founder and former president of LSNJ; The Honorable Deborah T. Poritz, former
chief justice, Supreme Court of New Jersey, and former chair of the LSNJ Board of Trustees; The
Honorable Joseph H. Rodriguez, United States District Judge for the District of New Jersey; Stanley
C. Van Ness, the first Public Advocate in New Jersey; Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman,
U.S. Representative, New Jersey's 12th Congressional District; Loretta Weinberg, former New
Jersey Senate majority leader; and The Honorable Robert N. Wilentz, former chief justice,
Supreme Court of New Jersey.

The Lipman-Franks Award

The Lipman-Franks Award is named for two esteemed state legislators, VWynona Llipman and
Robert Franks, who, acfing in a bipartisan fashion, played especially central roles in developing
early financial support for Legal Services and in securing greater and more equal justice for the
disadvantaged.



Equal Justice Medals

Fqual Justice Medals were first awarded in 1983. They recognize and celebrate the pro bono
efforts of individuals, law firms, and organizations that have made important contributions to
securing greater justice for disadvantaged people, especially through legal processes and the
judicial system.

Maijor Contributors

Recognizing individuals, law firms, and organizations that have made major contributions to
legal Services' pro bono programs throughout the state from February 2023 to August 2024.
Maijor contribution for individuals is defined as 40 hours providing full representation on one or
more pro bono cases; for firms, 100 hours collectively. A special designation is given for in-house
volunteers to recognize those individuals who have spent more than 100 hours providing legal
assistance fo clienfs on a pro bono, uncompensated basis in a legal Services office.

Exceptional Contributors

The Exceptional Service category of Equal Justice Medals is for those individuals who have, in
one year or over a number of years, made extraordinary pro bono contributions to their affiliate
programs, with awardees honored from each New Jersey legal Services program.

Significant Contributors

Equal Justice Medals are awarded to recognize and honor those firms, community organiza-
fions, board members, and individuals that made significant contributions to Legal Services and
provided much needed services to the low-income community over time.

Full Representation Contributors
Recognizing individuals, law firms, and organizations that have provided full representation to at
least one Legal Services referral between February 2023 and August 2024.



Central Jersey Legal Services

Shaun Peterson, Esgq. David Stein, Esq.

Essex-Newark Legal Services
Housing Justice and Tenants Solidarity Clinic of Rutgers Law Newark

Victor Monterrosa, Jr., Esq.
Alaina Thomas, Esq.

Legal Services of New Jersey

Jack Feinstein, Esq. Lowenstein Sandler Mclaughlin & Nardi
Charles Goeke, Esq. Naomi Barrowclough, Esq. Maurice W Mclaughlin, Esq.
Yongmoon Kim, Esq. Jennifer Bagger Jameson, Esq.  Pauline Young, Esq.
Ira Metrick, Esq. David Cassidy, Esq. .
Andy Winchell, Esq. Rachel Dikovics, Esq. S{;rgt.ar & Fedun
. Natalie J. Kraner, Esq. Bill Singer, Esq.
DLA Piper Scott McBride, Esq. Verizon
Christopher Gismondi, Esq. Anish Patel E
Rich nish Fatel, £5q. Karen Francis, Esqg.
ich Gruenberger, Esq. Poter Quinn. E
efer (uinn, £sq. Sudha Kantor, Esg.
Ben Guez, Esq. Ning Rodr £
NG Rodriguez, £sq. Katherine Lee, Esq.
Garret Haddon, Esq. Gavin R £
. , avin Rooney, £sq. Ade Oremosvy, Esq.
Kira Mineroff, Esq. Sch
. . Noemi Schor, Esq. Anita Patankar-Stoll, Esq.
Dani Morrison, Esq. Al der Shalom E ’
R : exanaer ohalom, £sq. John Schultz, Esq.
yan O'Connor, Esq. Valerie Taboada E .
alene laboada, tsg. Nicholas Vogt, Esq.

Jarred Reiling, Esq.
Antonious Sadek, Esqg.
Marc Silverman, Esq.
Kara Beck Thomas, Esq.

Jen Winter, Esq.
Ruth Fong Zimmerman, Esq.

Legal Services of Northwest Jersey

Ben Kaplan, Esq. Merck Laura Ginkel, Esqg.
Sylvia Ayler, Esq Dianne Pecoraro, Esgq.
Baerbel Brown, Esg. Patrick Rehfuss, Esq.
Janet Fair, Esq. John Todaro, Esg.



David Edelstein, Esg.
Virginia Fortunato, Esq.
Stuart Gavzy, Esq.

Doris Masse, Esq.
William Mclnerney, Esq.
Fumiko Takada, Esq.

Archer & Greiner
Andrew Cevasco, Esq.
David Edelstein, Esqg.
Eimi Figlio, Esq.
Stephanie Gould, Esg.

Andrew T. Archer, Esq.
Carrie J. Boyle, Esq.

Jill T. Bryan, Esq.
Andrew M. Carroll, Esq.
Susan Dargay, Esq.
David G. Esposito, Esq.
Donna Freidel, Esq.
Talbot B. Kramer, Esg.
Regina Gelzer, Esq.
Amy B. Harris, Esq.
John G. Holl, Esq.
Anthony E. Hope, Esq.
S. Daniel Hutchison, Esqg.
Scott E. Kaplan, Esqg.
Jennifer Kearney, Esq.

Brian Harvey, Esq.
Hari lyer, Esqg.

Pete Jamison, Esq.
Shloka Joshi, Esq.
Zhao i, Esq.
Stephanie lopez, Esq.

Matthew M. Nicodemo, Esg.

Meghan L. Rice, Esq.
Gladys Rosario, Esq.
Monica Shenoda, Esq.
Natasha Songonuga, Esq.
Zara Wallace, Esq.

South Jersey Legal Services

Anthony Landolfi, Esq.
Michelle V. Lee, Esq.
Doug leney, Esq.
Theodore Liddell, Esq.
Monika Mazurczyk, Esq.
Ronald Norman, Esq.
Thomas J. Orr, Esq.

lee M. Perlman, Esq.

Marianne Rebel-Brown, Esq.

Daniel L. Reinganum, Esq.
Rex J. Roldan, Esqg.
Laurie Ruben, Esq.
Neal Ruben, Esq.
MaryBeth Schroeder, Esg.
Chad M. Sherwood, Esq.

Northeast New Jersey Legal Services

Cahn & Rohrberger
Tracey Cahn, Esq.
Risa Rohrberger, Esq.

Scura, Wigfield, Heyer,
Stevens & Cammarota, LLP
Paul Evangelista, Esq.
Aiden Murphy, Esq.

Jamal Romero, Esq.

David Stevens, Esq.

Diana Woody, Esq.

Steven A. Silnutzer, Esq.
Barbara Snavely, Esq.
David A. Snyder, Esq.
Joel Spivack, Esq.

Brian S. Thomas, Esg.

Jill M. Tribulas, Esq.
Rachelle Ann Waitz, Esq.
Jeanie Wiesner, Esq.
Cory Woerner, Esq.
Tamika Wyche, Esq.



Central Jersey Legal Services

Shaun S. Peterson, Esq.

Shaun Peterson is a graduate of The College of New Jersey (TCNJ) and Seton Hall Law
School. He is in his fifth year as an associate at Hoagland, Llongo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas,
LLP in New Brunswick, where he is a member of the firm’s Transactional Group. Practice areas
include property tax appeal, commercial and residential real estate transactions, landlord-tenant,
and municipal government. Peterson began volunteering with Central Jersey Legal Services in
2021. His first case involved helping a client obtain a guardianship. Peterson expressed that he
enjoys this area of law because he is able to get the client the help he or she needs to take care
of an incapacitated individual. He also provides pro bono representation for cases involving
name changes, believing that it is important for the client to feel comfortable with their own
identity affer a divorce. Peterson enjoys providing pro bono services to our clients because he
believes that those in need of legal assistance should not be denied representation due to their
socioeconomic status.

Essex-Newark Legal Services

Carl Levitt, Esq.

For five years, Carl Levitt was a staff attorney in the ENLS housing unit dedicated to the cause
of equal justice and especially to the cause of improving housing conditions and opportunities
for Essex County’s low-income families. In 2023, Levitt left ENLS for private practice. Now, as a
solo practitioner, Levitt has committed himself to empowering individuals to take action through
advocacy, education, relationship building, and litigation. A regular contributor to ENLS’ Private
Attorney Involvement (PAIl) program, Levitt handled eight cases for full representation in 2024,
covering the recovery of security deposits, illegal evictions, and other tenancy matters.

Legal Services of New Jersey

Bill Singer, Esq.

Bill Singer of Singer & Fedun is a nationally recognized legal specialist and pioneer in the
area of LGBTQ+ rights. Singer has been a pro bono volunteer for LSNJ since 2016, when he
agreed to represent every single fransgender or gender non-binary client seeking a legal
name change. These cases also involve helping clients with gender marker changes for their



official identification documents. Not only has Singer represented dozens of LSNJ clients in this
regard; he has also offered support and training to other volunteers, providing guidance through
the name and gender marker change process and addressing best practices in representing
and working with fransgender and gender non-binary clients. Singer and members of his firm,
collectively, have given generously of their time to assist Legal Services clients. Singer is the
recipient of numerous awards, including most recently, the Dan Bradley Award presented by the
National LGBTQ+ Bar Association in 2024.

Legal Services of Northwest Jersey

Lori Hirsch, Esq.

Lori Hirsch worked at Merck for over 25 years as managing counsel. Most recently, she was
vice president for Regulatory Compliance and External Engagement at Bristol Myers Squibb.
Over the past year, Hirsch has volunteered almost every week for LSNWJ's eviction diversion
clinic at the Somerville landlord-tenant court, where she represents tenants facing eviction. Taking
cases on the spot, Hirsch typically handles one to two cases at a time, providing immediate
and critical advocacy for individuals at their most vulnerable. Hirsch’s pro bono service with
LSNWIJ began during her career at Merck, where she first volunteered and led a team of
Merck volunteers at the tenancy clinic. Following her retirement, she reached out to continue
her advocacy for tenants, underscoring her deep commitment to access to justice. Hirsch is
not only fremendously reliable and knowledgeable, but she also brings a compassionate and
caring approach to every case she handles, ensuring tenants feel supported during an incredibly
stressful time in their lives.

Northeast New Jersey Legal Services

Scura Wigfield Heyer Stevens Cammarota LLP

Scura Wigfield Heyer Stevens Cammarota LLP has been providing pro bono legal assistance
to NINJLS clients since 2008, when partner John J. Scura Ill began representing clients in the
bankruptey process and later expanded his role by hosting regular bankruptey clinics with
clients. During the COVID-19 pandemic, David Stevens, Esq., fransitioned to a virtual format for
the bankruptey clinics and assumed oversight of NNILS client referrals and case placement.

All of the Scura volunteers go above and beyond, offering legal representation and advising
clients on post-bankruptcy best practices to help them maintain financial stability. In 2024, the
Scura Firm volunteers assisted 28 clients with their bankruptcies. Those volunteers include Aiden



Murphy, Esq., Paul Evangelista, Esq., Jamal Romero, Esq., Diana Woody, Esq., Mr. Stevens,
and Vasti Majano, Esg. NNJLS is deeply grateful for the Scura Firm's dedication, compassion,
and profound impact on the lives of our clients. Their work truly exemplifies the values of our
organization.

South Jersey Legal Services

Donna L. Freidel, Esq., and Talbot B. Kramer, Esq.

Over many years, Donna Freidel and Talbot Kramer have demonstrated their commitment
fo pro bono services and in various areas of the law. Freidel & Kramer, P.C. has been a
staunch supporter of the SILS Private Aftorney Involvement Program (PAI) since 2009. Since
that time, Freidel and Kramer have accepted pro bono cases in areas of law including
guardianship, expungement, divorce, children’s Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits,
consumer, education, and public benefits. Since August 2023 alone, the firm has accepted four
guardianship cases, a children’s SSI case, and many divorces. With only two lawyers in the
firm, it is exceptional that they always says yes when asked to help, always show the care and
compassion that our clients deserve, and always keep our program updated on the status of its
cases. Freidel and Kramer also always request a new case when they finish one. They have a
heart for underserved people, and it shows. Their kindness, thoroughness, and professionalism are
unmatched.



Legal Services of New Jersey

Covenant House New Jersey, Human Trafficking Victim Services

Covenant House New Jersey's Human Trafficking Victim Services team has been an
indispensable partner of the LSNJ PROTECT Anti-Trafficking Project since the early days of the
inifiative. Their dedicated case managers play a crucial role in stabilizing trafficking survivors so
they can successfully address their legal matters and rebuild their lives. Survivors often exit their
frafficking deeply traumatized and lacking basic necessities—shelter, financial resources, social
support, sometimes even adequate clothing. Through their 24-hour hotline, Covenant House's
team provides immediate, comprehensive assistance as New Jersey's statewide human trafficking
service provider. Their support spans every aspect of a survivor's recovery journey, from providing
fransportation to atforney meetings and coordinating medical care, to assisting with grocery
shopping and accompanying clients fo government offices for benefits applications. Perhaps
most critically, they secure safe housing for survivors who have nowhere else to turn. If a survivor
has a need, Covenant House's case managers have likely found a way to address it. The team's
exceptional responsiveness and collaborative spirit make them invaluable partners in serving
frafficking survivors.

Legal Services of Northwest Jersey

David Culley, Esq.

David Culley is Board of Trustees Treasurer for the Hunterdon County Bar Association, a
veteran, and a superintendent of Veteran's Haven North, a VA-operated transitional housing
program for veterans experiencing homelessness. In 2022, Culley reached out to LSNW/J
to identify support for the veterans residing at Veteran's Haven North, whose legal issues
were impacting their housing and income stability. Culley’s leadership and partnership were
instrumental in the launch of legal clinics, enabling LSNWJ to schedule regular meetfings and
provide legal assistance to veterans. His proactive efforts in outreach to veterans have ensured
that LSNWJ is able to provide assistance to veterans on expungements, public enfitlements,
family, and consumer matters. Culley's dedication to the veteran community has fransformed
countless lives. He firelessly identifies resources and assistance for veterans; his compassionate
and thoughtful approach fosters trust and empowers veterans to seek the help they need. Through
his partnership, the number of veterans served by LSNWIJ has tripled, creating lasting stability for
those who have served our nation.



Northeast New Jersey Legal Services

Georgene Sfraga Panzq, Esq.

Georgene Sfraga Panza began volunteering with NNJLS in 2008, following her retirement
as a Vice President at New York Life Insurance Company. In 2011, she transitioned o an in-
house volunteer role, committing to weekly service for at least 10 weeks. Fourteen years later, she
remains a dedicated weekly volunteer. Currently, Panza supports clients through the uncontested
divorce process, guiding them through the complaint, explaining the service of process, and
preparing them so they know what to expect. In the past 18 months alone, she has assisted over
35 clients in navigating this process. Over 14 years with NNILS, Panza has helped hundreds of
clients. NNILS is deeply grateful for her unwavering dedication and the significant impact she
has had on our clients’ lives.

South Jersey Legal Services

Expungement Law Project at Rutgers Law Camden

The Rutgers Expungement Law Project clinical program (the “Project”) has made significant
contributions to pro bono services and has been particularly valuable in recent years to the SILS
Private Atforney Involvement Program (PAI). Professor Meredith L. Schalick started the Project
in 2018. Through its association with SILS PAI, 18 clients were initially financially screened and
referred for expungement assistance at the start of the clinical program. Each year since, Schalick
has requested that SILS refer additional eligible clients to the Project for assistance. After intake,
screening, and document gathering by SILS PAI, the Project pairs clients with a group of Rutgers
Law students who assist the clients in filing expungement applications. Almost two hundred
clients have been referred to the Project to date. In addition, in 2018 and 2019, the Rutgers
Project hosted several expungement community outreach events to help bring awareness to
local individuals and community groups of the expungement services available through Rutgers
and SILS. In 2022, 2023, and 2024, PAl and Rutgers worked together to host expungement
events at various locations throughout South Jersey. The Project serves a very real need in the
community and has made very significant contributions to the Legal Services community. Finally,
the individuals who work in the Rutgers Project—Clinical Professor of Law Meredith L. Schalick,
Associate Professor of Law Sandra Simkins, Viktoria Zerda, Esq., and the many law students
over the years—consistently strive to accept as many cases as possible and to achieve the best
outcome for clients.



New Jersey Senate Majority Leader M. Teresa Ruiz

Senator Ruiz became the first Puerto Rican elected to the Senate in 2007 and is currently the
highest-ranking Latina legislator in state history. She is the Senate Majority leader and Vice-Chair
of the Senate legislative Oversight Committee, and previously served as chair of the Senate
Education Committee. Throughout her time in the Senate, Ruiz has fought for equity in educational
spaces and is the leading force in expanding access to early childhood education throughout the
state. She also spearheaded the law building on the federal free and reduced meal program so
that all qualifying students could receive breakfast and lunch at no cost, eliminating the reduced
category.

Senator Ruiz has focused on expanding employment opportunities for underserved
communities, sponsoring bill packages to expand apprenticeship programs in the state. The
enacted apprenticeship package created more accessible pathways to careers in high-growth
industries by incentivizing business parficipation in apprenticeship programs. In addition, she
has taken a targeted approach to mitigating the barriers that prevent people of color from
obtaining and refaining full time teaching positions by advancing legislation to establish educator
apprenticeship programs, provide loan redemption opportunities, and expand alternate route
programs.

Furthering her agenda to support new mothers, parents, and families, in 2021 Senator Ruiz
sponsored a law to provide all New Jersey parents access to one cost-free newborn home visit,
creating the most comprehensive nurse visitation program in the nation. Senator Ruiz was also
the prime sponsor of a 2020 law to allow candidates to use campaign funds to cover childcare
expenses incurred due to campaign activifies.

The Senator received a bachelor’s degree from Drew University. She was a 2010 Aspen
Institute Rodel Fellow and a graduate of the Harvard Kennedy School's Senior Executives in
State and Local Government Program. She is vice chair of the Essex County Democratic Party
and deputy chief of staff to Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. She served as a

delegate to the Democratic National Conventions in 2004, 2008, 2012, and 2016.

A steadfast supporter of New Jersey's Legal Services programs, Senator Ruiz is deeply aware
of the need for civil legal services for the low-income community in New Jersey. She has worked
with LSNJ and its leadership in various capacities, including legislative advocacy to address
important civil legal issues and to promote a deeper understanding of “True Poverty,” community
education and awareness, and crucial support in LSNJ's funding efforts, all to help secure equal
justice for those in poverty and strengthen families in New Jersey. Senator Ruiz's accomplishments
and her dedication to equal justice cannot be overstated.
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The New Jersey Equal Justice Library
and Archive (NJEJLA) was launched in
2014 in order to chronicle the arc of justice

in New Jersey and provide a resource for

educators and students.

Included in the NJEJLA is the Circle

of Honor, heralding those who have
made extraordinary achievements in
advancing equal justice, and whose
efforts and lives stand as enduring
paradigms for others to emulate. The

Circle of Honor furthers the NJEJLA's
historical, educational, and preservation
goals, and serves as an inspiration to

those committed to justice.

Scan to learn more about

the NJEJLA Circle of Honor
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CIRCLE

of HONOR
2025 Inductee

The Honorable Sheila Y. Oliver
(posthumously)



Sheila Yvette Oliver
(July 14, 1952 - August 1, 2023)

Former Lieutenant Governor of New Jersey

Sheila Yvetfte Oliver served as New Jersey's
Lieutenant Governor from January 2018 until
her passing in August 2023.

Raised in an ethnically diverse Newark
neighborhood and a politically-engaged
family, Oliver was encouraged from an early
age to be a critical thinker and to advocate
for social justice. An avid reader and historian,
she credits two books—"A Tale of Two Cities”
and “The Grapes of Wrath"—with further
deepening her sensitivity to the effects of
inequality.

She graduated cum laude in 1974 with a

Bachelor of Arts in sociology from Lincoln
University, the oldest of the country's Historically Black Colleges and Universities and stated
in a 2021 Black History Month inferview with the Governor's office that prior graduates such
as Thurgood Marshall and Langston Hughes, “without question, influenced my thought and
my participation in advocacy and progressive social issues that are of benefit of the Black
community.”

From Lincoln University, Oliver went on to eamn her Master of Social Work from Columbia
University in 1976 before launching her long and distinguished career advocating for equality
and social justice.

Oliver served on the Board of Education of the East Orange School District (1994 — 2000),
including one year as Board President. She served on the Essex County Board of Chosen
Freeholders from District Three (1996 — 1999) and taught college-level courses as an adjunct
faculty member at Essex County College and Caldwell University. Oliver then went on to
represent the 34th legislative district in the New Jersey General Assembly (2004 - 2018),
where she served on the Commerce and Economic Development Committee, the Transportation
and Independent Authorities Committee, the Joint Committee on Economic Justice and Equal
Employment Opportunity, and the Joint Committee on the Public Schools. In 2010, she became
the first Black woman to serve as speaker of the General Assembly—a position she held until

2014.
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In 2017, Democratic gubernatorial nominee Phil Murphy chose Oliver as his running mate.

With that win, Oliver became the first Black woman to serve as lieutenant governor of New
Jersey and the first woman of color elected to statewide office in New Jersey. In addifion to her
role as Lieutenant Governor, Oliver served as Commissioner of the Department of Community
Affairs, where she led efforts to strengthen and expand initiatives for fair and affordable housing,
community revitalization, and homelessness prevention.

Former New Jersey Senator Loretta Weinberg remembers Oliver as a partner in efforts such as
marriage equality and pay equity. “She was there as a leader, as a voice, and somebody who
helped us get through the first, strongest pay equity law of any state.”

Always a friend to Legal Services, “Sheila Oliver was unwavering in her support for equal justice
for all and for the Legal Services in New Jersey statewide system,” says LSNJ President, Dawn K.

Miller, Esq.

Says U.S. Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman, “She was eloquent and elegant—a
brilliant speaker and an example for young women, Black or otherwise.”

Niece Renee and nephew Charles—both heavily influenced by their aunt throughout their
lives—have spearheaded the new Sheila Y. Oliver Civic Associatfion since her death in 2023.
The Association strives to keep her memory alive by “empowering underserved communities to
achieve both economic and social success, as well as educating and developing young women
of color who are interested in government, public policy, and community organizing.” They recall
their Aunt Sheila’s ability to treaf everyone, regardless of stature or economic status, with dignity
and respect. “She used to say to me, ‘The only time you look down on a person is if you're
offering a hand to help them up,”” says Charles. And Renee—"All the awards and all the fitles
are obviously good and grand, but | think Sheila Oliver was

fruly, truly about helping those who need it.”
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Inductees

Michael R. Cole, Chief Counsel to
Governor Thomas H. Kean; Former Chair,

LSNJ Board of Trustees (2023)

The Honorable James H. Coleman,
Jr., Former Justice, Supreme Court of New

Jersey (2014); Former Board Chair, LSNJ

Board of Trustees

Robert Del Tufo, Former New Jersey
Attorney General (2019); Former Member,
LSNJ Board of Trustees

Douglas S. Eakeley, Former Chair,
LSNJ Board of Trustees; Former Chair,
Board of Directors, legal Services Corpo-

ration (2022)

Kenneth C. Frazier, Executive Chair of
the Board, Merck and Co., Inc. (2017

The Honorable Thomas H. Kean,
48th Governor of New Jersey (2014)

Wynona M. Lipman, New Jersey's First
Black Female State Senator (2017)



Melville “De” Miller, Jr., Co-founder and
former President, legal Services of New Jersey

(2022)

The Honorable Deborah T. Poritz,
First Female Chief Justice, Supreme Court of
New Jersey (2017); Former Chair, LSNJ Board

of Trustees

The Honorable Joseph H. Rodriguez,
United States District Judge for the Disfrict of
New Jersey (2023)

Stanley C. Van Ness, Ffirst Public Advocate,
State of New Jersey (2022)

Bonnie Watson Coleman, U.S.
Representative, New Jersey's 12th
Congressional District (2019)

Loretta Weinberg, Former Senate Majority
leader, 37th legislative District (2019)

Robert N. Wilentz, former Chief Justice,
Supreme Court of New Jersey (2019)
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Michael R. Cole
Chief Counsel, Governor Thomas H. Kean; Former Chair,
LSNJ Board of Trustees (2023)

Michael R. Cole was known for being an honest, principled man
respected across both parties. He was a strong advocate for legal
Services, including being the driving force behind a bipartisan bill to restore
funding for legal Services amidst budget cuts.

The Honorable James H. Coleman, Jr.
Former Justice, Supreme Court of New Jersey (2014); LSNJ Board of Trustees

The Honorable James H. Coleman, former New Jersey Supreme Court Justice, was born in 1933
in segregated Lawrenceville, Virginia. He attended Virginia State College and Howard School
of Law, and served as LSNJ Chair of the Board from 2006-2010.

Robert Del Tufo
Former New Jersey Attorney General (2019); ISNJ Board of Trustees

Robert Del Tufo was born in 1933 in Newark. As attorney general of New Jersey, he
aggressively prosecuted environmental violations and spearheaded the Office of Bias and
Community Relations. He served on the LSNJ Board of Trustees for over three decades.

Douglas S. Eakeley
LSNJ Board of Trustees; Former Chair, LSC Board of Directors (2022)

Douglas Eakeley was born in Morristown, New Jersey, and graduated from Yale Law School.
A steadfast supporter of Legal Services for his entire career, Doug served as board chair of both
the national legal Services Corporation and legal Services of New Jersey.

Kenneth C. Frazier
Executive Chair of the Board, Merck and Co., Inc. (2017)

Kenneth C. Frazier was raised in North Philadelphio and graduated from Pennsylvania State
University and Harvard Law School. His extensive pro bono service includes representing a
death row inmate and expanding the pro bono program at Merck & Co.
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The Honorable Thomas H. Kean
48th Governor of New Jersey (2014)

The Honorable Thomas H. Kean, 48th Governor of New Jersey, was born in New York City into
a family of public service stretching back to New Jersey's first governor, William Livingston. Kean
served as Governor from 1982 to 1990 and is celebrated for his bipartisan style.

Wynona M. Lipman
New Jersey's first Black Female State Senator (2017)

Senator Lipman was born in LaGrange, Georgia, and attended Talladega College, Atlanta
University, and Columbia University. She taught at Essex County Community College before
entering politics and, in 1971, became New Jersey's first black female senator.

Melville “De” Miller, Jr.
Co-Founder and Former President (2022)

De Miller was one of LSNJ's five original incorporators in 1973 and was instrumental in
establishing the statewide Legal Services system that exists today. His lifelong pursuit of jusfice
and achievements on behalf of low-income clients in New Jersey are unparalleled.

The Honorable Deborah T. Poritz
First Female Chief Justice, Supreme Court of New Jersey (2017); LSNJ Board of Trustees

Chief Justice Deborah T. Poritz was born in Brooklyn, studied English and American Literature at
Columbia University, and received her J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania Law School. In
19906, she became the first female Chief Justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court. Chief Justice
Poritz served as LSNJ Chair of the Board from 2011-2017.

The Honorable Joseph H. Rodriguez
United States District Judge for the District of New Jersey (2023)

The Honorable Joseph H. Rodriguez earned his law degree
from Rutgers Law Camden in 1968 and became New
Jersey's first Latino District Court judge in 1985, He

served on the first board of Camden legal Services

and has held a number of important positions,

including as the state’s Public Advocate under

Governor Thomas H. Kean.



Stanley C. Van Ness
First Public Advocate, State of New Jersey (2022)

Stanley Van Ness was born in Somerville, New Jersey, and served in the Air Force before
graduating from Rutgers School of Law. He served as counsel to Governor Richard J. Hughes;
was the state’s first public defender; and, in 1974, became the first Public Advocate of New
Jersey.

Bonnie Watson Coleman

U.S. Representative, New Jersey's 12th Congressional District (2019)

Congresswoman Watson Coleman was born in 1945 in Camden, New Jersey. Her career
began with the State Division on Civil Rights and the Department of Transportation. She
then joined the NJ Assembly for 18 years before winning the seat for New Jersey’s 12th
Congressional district.

Loretta Weinberg

Former Senate Majority leader, 37th legislative District (2019)

Senator Weinberg was born in New York and graduated from UC, Berkeley. She began in
local and county politics and spent 12 years in the Assembly before being elected to the Senate
in 2005. She has been on the forefront of issues affecting women and the LGBTQ community.

The Honorable Robert N. Wilentz

Former Chief Justice, Supreme Court of New Jersey (2019)

Chief Justice Wilentz, born in 1927 in Perth Amboy, served as Chief Justice of the New Jersey
Supreme Court from 1979 until his death in 1996. He is remembered for his passion for faimess
and his commitment o a responsive, accessible, and diverse court system.
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Central Jersey
Legal Services

Eric G. Kahn, Esq.

Joseph M. Powell, Esq.
David Stein, Esgq.
Christopher Kozlowski, Esg.
Shaun Peterson, Esq.
Steven Sico, Esq.

Legal Services
of New Jersey

Joseph Albanese, Esq.

Marijory E. Avant, Esq.

Jennifer Bagger, Esq.

Peter Broege, Esq.

Kathryn Rees Brown, Esq.

Warren Brumel, Esq.

Kristine M. Carranceja-Gurski,
Esq.

Donald Walker Clarke, Esq.

leo Desmond, Esq.

Andrea Dobin, Esq.

Victor Druziako, Esg.

Jack C. Feinstein, Esq.

Justin M. Gillman, Esq.

Christopher Gismondi, Esg.

Charles Goeke, Esq.

Stephen Martin Goldberg, Esa.

Allen I. Gorski, Esq.
Brayndi Lyn Grassi, Esq.
Chelsea-lee Hanke, Esq.
Edward Hanratty, Esq.
Robert H. Johnson, Esq.
Ben Kaplan, Esq.

Evan Kerstetter, Esq.
Rastogi Roli Khare, Esq.
Yongmoon Kim, Esq.
Clifford Kirsch, Esq.
Carol L. Knowlton, Esq.
Marisa Kussoy, Esg.
Lauren Laino, Esq.

Eric P. LeBoeuf, Esq.
Shinyen Lee, Esq.

Bruce H. Levitt, Esq.
Carlos D. Martinez, Esq.
Scott McBride, Esq.

Ellen M. McDowell, Esqg.
Maurice W. Mclaughlin, Esg.
Eric A. Meade, Esq.

Kira Mineroff, Esq.
Andrew Mount, Esq.
Benjamin A. Nadell, Esq.
Ryan O’Connor, Esq.
Nancy A. O'Donnell, Esq.
Ade Oremosu, Esq.

Rosa I. Ortiz, Esq.

lee M. Perlman, Esq.
Katherine Primatic, Esq.
Peter Quinn, Esq.

Nina R. Rodriguez, Esq.
Lance E. Rothenberg, Esq.
Sabra Sasson, Esqg.
JohnJ. Scura lll, Esq.
Pafricia Ann Shatynski, Esq.
David J. Shipley, Esaq.
Ryann M. Siclari, Esqg.
William Steven Singer, Esq.
Victor Garcia Sison, Esq.
David E. Sklar, Esq.
Shelley B. Slafkes, Esqg.
Anthony Sodono, Esqg.
John Todaro, Esq.

Frances Tomes, Esq.
Vandana Vigoureux, Esq.
Andy Winchell, Esq.

Ed Yin, Esq.

Pauline Young, Esq.

Legal Services
of Northwest Jersey

Sylvia Ayler, Esq.
Baerbel Brown, Esq.
Rahil Darbar, Esq.
Janet Fair, Esq.

Jack Feinstein, Esq.
Laura Ginkel, Esq.
Scott Goldstein, Esg.
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Michael Hanifan, Esq.
Lori Hirsch, Esq.

Ben Kaplan, Esq.

Diane Margolin, Esq.
Michelle Nicholson, Esq.
Diane Pecoraro, Esq.
Juliet Powell, Esq.
Patrick Rehfuss, Esq.
Allison Roberts, Esq.
Brandon Sipple, Esq.
Sharon Small, Esqg.
John Todaro, Esq.
Christopher Walsh, Esqg.
Diane Weeden, Esq.

Northeast New Jersey
Legal Services

Luis Alum, Esq.

Stefania Arroyo, Esq.
Donald Bonomo, Esq.
Tracey Cahn, Esq.
Lazaro Carvaijal, Esq.
Carolina Curbelo, Esq.
John Di lorio, Esg.

Eimi Figlio, Esq.

Virginia Fortunato, Esq.
Stuart Gavzy, Esqg.
Osualdo Gonzalez, Esq.
William Greco, Esq.
Carla Hummel, Esq.
Breanna Jones, Esq.

Karl Kazmierczak, Esq.
Jae Kim, Esq.

Paul Kim, Esaq.
Yongmoon Kim, Esq.
William La Tourette, Esq.
Diana-Marie Laventure, Esq.
Susan Llong, Esq.

Doris Masse, Esq.
Joshua Maze, Esq.
William Mclnerney, Esq.
Tori Miller, Esq.

Steven Muller, Esq.
Aiden Murphy, Esq.



Laura Nunnink, Esq.
James Ozello, Esq.
Keshav Poddar, Esq.
Risa Rohrberger, Esq.
Jamal Romero, Esq.
Edania Rondon, Esq.
Steven Rubenstein, Esq.
Jonathan Rubin, Esq.
Romi Saleh, Esq.
Cassandra Savoy, Esq.
Ayodeji Soyeiu, Esq.
David Stevens, Esq.

Douglas Tabachnik, Esq.

Fumiko Takada, Esqg.
Jose Torres, Esq.
Thomas Vigneault, Esq.
Jennifer Weil, Esq.
Zackery Wynne, Esq.

South Jersey
Legal Services

Steve Abelson, Esq.
Andrew T. Archer, Esq.
Emmanual J. Argentieri,
Jennifer Armstrong, Esq.
Ashley Attinello, Esq.
Laurie Bahr, Esq.
Robert Bell, Esq.
Edward F. Borden, Esq.
Gary L. Borger, Esq.
Carrie J. Boyle, Esq.
Valentine Brown, Esq.
Edward Bruton, Jr., Esq.
Jill T. Bryan, Esq.

Brian P. Budic, Esq.
Russell Bynum, Esq.
Marc C. Capone, Esq.
Amelia Carolla, Esqg.

Esq.

Andrew M. Carroll, Esq.

John Carty, Esq.

Joseph M. Casello, Esq.

Elizabeth F. Casey, Esq.

JamesJ. Cerbone, Esa.
Michael Cerrato, Esq.
Mitchell Chambers, Esq.

Joseph M. Champagne, Esq.

Carolyn Chang, Esq.

Marylou McAdams Corson, Esg.

Frank Cosky, Esq.
Alice Cupaiuolo, Esa.
Maury K. Cutler, Esq.
Susan Dargay, Esa.
Rachel Daly, Esq.
Devon Doane, Esq.
James Donnelly, Esq.
Kathleen M. Dotoli, Esg.
Richard Dressel, Esq.
Thomas Egner, Esq.
David Esposito, Esq.
Joseph F. Fabian, Esq.
Rebecca Fallk, Esq.
Wesley Fenza, Esq.
Lewis Fichera, Esqg.
Frank J. Fischer, Esq.
Brian Flanagan, Esq.
Theresa Fleming, Esq.
Donna Freidel, Esq.

Joseph W. Gable, Jr,, Esq.

Megan P. Gable, Esq.
Daniel Garcia, Esq.
Joseph Garemore, Esq.
Regina Gelzer, Esq.
Christina Giglio, Esq.
Michael Gill, Esq.
Bridget Giroud, Esq.
Robert Gleaner, Esq.
Erika L. Goldberg, Esq.
Richard I. Goldstein, Esq.
Allen I. Gorski, Esq.
Danielle Gross, Esq.
Lauren Guzzo, Esq.

Llous G. Guzzo, Esq.
Edward G. Hanratty, Esq.
Amy B. Harris, Esq.
Andrew de Heer, Esqg.
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Kristen S. Henninger, Esq.
Brian L. Hoffman, Esq.
John G. Holl, Esq.

Ali Homayoungi, Esq.
Anthony E. Hope, Esq.
Jeff Hom, Esq.

David Huang, Esq.
Daniele Hughes, Esq.

S. Daniel Hutchison, Esq.
Michael A. lerino, Esq.
Joshua Jacobs, Esq.

Peter Kalksma, Esg.
Timothy Kane, Esg.

Scott E. Kaplan, Esq.
Dimitri L. Karapelou, Esg.
Karen Karpousis, Esqg.
Jennifer Keamey, Esq.
Courtney Reed Keren, Esq.
Jeffrey Alan Kerstetter, Esq.
Timothy King, Esa.

Carol L. Knowlton, Esq.
Talbot B. Kramer, Esq.
Samantha Krasker, Esqg.
Andrew B. Kushner, Esq.
Francis C. Landgrebe, Esq.
Anthony Landolfi, Esg.
Michelle V. Lee, Esq.
Doug Leney, Esa.
Theodore Liddell, Esq.
Jeffrey R. Lindsay, Esq.
Robert A. Loefflad, Esq.
Jay lowenthal, Esq.

John Makowski, Esqg.
Lleon Matchin, Esq.
Lauren Matturri, Esg.
Monika Mazurczyk, Esq.
Vera McCoy, Esq.

Ellen McDowell, Esq.

Jennifer Cranston McEntee, Esq.

Andrew McNally, Esg.
Patricia McQueeney, Esq.
Jordan Meyer, Esq.
Barbara B. Moore, Esq.



Kathleen Moriarty, Esq.
Louis Nappen, Esq.
Geoff Neumann, Esq.
Ronald Norman, Esq.
Jeffrey S. Nowak, Esq.
Timothy O'Dwyer, Esq.
Thomas J. Orr, Esq.
Jessica Palmer, Esq.
Edward L. Paul, Esq.
Robert Petruzzelli, Esq.
lee M. Perlman, Esq.
Lucia Perpina, Esqg.
Paul S. Pflumm, Esq.
Rita Polonsky, Esq.
Regina Posering, Esq.
Misty Ralsfon, Esg.

Marianne Rebel-Brown, Esq.

Daniel L. Reinganum, Esq.
Rex Roldan, Esq.

Genora Rosypal, Esq.
Laurie Ruben, Esq.

Neal Ruben, Esq.

Mario Samedy, Esq.
Adam Schneider, Esq.
MaryBeth Schroeder, Esq.
David A. Semanchik, Esq.
Ashley Shapiro, Esq.
David Shaver, Esq.
Laurence Sheller, Esq.
Chad M. Sherwood, Esg.
Brad Shuttleworth, Esq.
Cory Sidelsky, Esq.
Daniel Siedman, Esq.
Mark Silber, Esq.

Steven A. Silnutzer, Esq.
Jonas Singer, Esq.
Barbara Snavely, Esq.
David A. Snyder, Esq.
Jessica Sparks, Esq.

Joel Spivack, Esq.

Heidi Spivak, Esq.
Christopher Stanchina, Esg.
Douglas Stanger, Esq.

Maureen Steady, Esq.
Victoria Steffen, Esq.
Daniel E. Straffi, Esq.
Markus Sztejnberg, Esq.
Douglas T. Tabachnik, Esq.
Brian S. Thomas, Esq.

Jill M. Tribulas, Esqg.

Terry G. Tucker, Esq.

Amy Vanni, Esqg.

Kathleen M. Vella, Esgq.
Rachelle Ann Waitz, Esq.
Seymour Wasserstrum, Esq.
Tammy M. White, Esq.
Jeanie Wiesner, Esq.
Elizabeth Wingfield, Esq.
Cory Woemer, Esq.
Bonnie M. Wright, Esq.
Tamika Wyche, Esqg.

Juliet Wyne, Esq.

Bohdan Zachariasevych, Esq.



Cynthia M. Jacob, Esq.
Fisher & Phillips LLP
Chair

Karol Corbin Walker, Esq.
Kaufman Dolowich Voluck
First Vice Chair

Virginia A. Long, Esq.
Fox Rothschild LLP
Second Vice Chair

John P. Kahn, Esq.
CVS Health/Aetna

Secretary

Carlos M. Bollar, Esq.
Archer & Greiner

Jhanice V. Domingo, Esq.

Pashman Stein Walder Hayden P.C.

Douglas S. Eakeley, Esq.
Rutgers Law School

Jaynee LaVecchiq, Esq.
McCarter & English, LLP

Ross A. Lewin, Esq.
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
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Regina C. Little, Esq.
National Treasury Employees Union

Paul R. Marino, Esq.
Day Pitney LLP

Edwin J. McCreedy, Esq.
Shrewsbury, NJ

Stephen M. Orlofsky, Esq.
Blank Rome LLP

Marjorie Perry

President and CEO
MZM Construction & Management

Lisa Rodriguez, Esq.
Dilworth Paxson LLC

Ramona E. Romero, Esq.
Princeton University

Angelica Valenza
Global Services, Strategy Lead

Johnson & Johnson

John E. Wallace, Jr., Esq.
Brown & Connery, LLP

James R. Zazzali, Esq.

Zazzali, Fagella, Nowak, Kleinbaum &

Friedman



Legal Services of New Jersey
Offices in Edison, Newark, and Collingswood
Providing statewide legal representation and advocacy
through more than 20 specialized projects

Regional Legal Services Programs

Central Jersey Legal Services
Offices in Mercer, Middlesex, and Union Counties

Essex-Newark Legal Services
Office in Essex County

Legal Services of Northwest Jersey
Offices in Hunterdon, Morris, Somerset, Sussex,
and Warren Counties

Northeast New Jersey Legal Services
Offices in Bergen, Hudson, and Passaic Counties

South Jersey Legal Services
Offices in Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May,
Cumberland /Salem, Gloucester, Monmouth, and Ocean Counties
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Thank You For Joining Us!
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