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NEW REPORT ON LIVING IN POVERTY IN NEW JERSEY
TO BE RELEASED AT CONFERENCE IN TRENTON

EDISON — A new report on a study by the Legal #&wof New Jersey Poverty
Research Institute (LSNJPRI) will be released lzl&day conference at the War
Memorial in Trenton, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.Taresday, November 16, 2010. The
report, entitled Food, Clothing, Health or a Home? The Terrible Che®s and
Deprivations — and Great Courage — of New Jersey&viso Live in Poverty will be
presented by its principal researchers and proatdinators, Allan Lichtenstein,
LSNJPRI co-director, and Sabine Schoenbach, sessearcher and policy analyst for
LSNJPRI. A panel of community providers will dissube report’s accounts of what
daily life in poverty is like, and a second pankpolicy experts will respond to its
recommendations concerning an enhanced public mesgo poverty. (Panel members
are listed below.)

According to Melville D. Miller, Jr., LSNJ presidg the research on which the
report is based “represents by far the largesesaatial science inquiry into what life is
like for New Jerseyans burdened by poverty.” Stiehpondents included people living
in true poverty (generally below 200% of the fedlp@verty level) as well as those with

— MORE —



LIVING IN POVERTY IN NEW JERSEY PAGE 20F 3
slightly higher incomes. “The study addresses,d $achtenstein, “unanswered questions
about the effects of poverty on people’s lives.ollgh the words and accounts of people
living below true poverty, it presents an unprecede view of the stunning deprivations,
the terrible choices and tradeoffs, and the vulmétaand fragility of lives endured in
poverty — and the courage, resourcefulness ankitres of those who live them.”

The panel of community providers at the conferaemitlenclude Lisanne Finston,
executive director of Elijah’s Promise; Jackie Ediga service area director for
Emergency and Community Services of Catholic Ciesrivf the Diocese of Trenton;
Linda Flores-Tober, executive director of the Bbeth Coalition to House the Homeless;
and Asma Chaudry, a member of the Board of DireaddiManavi. On the panel of
policy experts will be Jennifer Velez, Commissionéthe New Jersey Department of
Human Services; William M. Rodgers, lll, chief ecomst for the Heldrich Center for
Workforce Development and professor at the EdwaRlalistein School of Planning &
Public Policy; Andrea Hetling, assistant professtothe Edward J. Bloustein School; and
Karen White, director of the Work and Family Pragrat Rutgers Center for Women
and Work.

“Among the primary findings of the report to whittte panelists will respond,”
Schoenbach said, “are the lack of evidence supygpttie ‘blame the victim’ approach,;
the stark contrast between the experiences of thidkdow incomes and those with just

slightly higher incomes; the emotional consequenédising in poverty; the catastrophic

— MORE —



LIVING IN POVERTY IN NEW JERSEY PAGE 30OF 3
tipping points that can push vulnerable individuatsl households into poverty and work
to keep them there; and the inescapable fact thay/mpeople simply cannot avoid or

escape poverty without outside assistance.”

The report also details findings concerning speciéeds: the struggle to afford
food, healthcare, child care, housing and utiljtteensportation, and household
necessities; and dealing with life in unsafe urbaighborhoods. It concludes with
recommendations that, Miller said, “constitute ampoehensive framework for effective
government engagement with poverty, suggestingmmiorinciples and essential
characteristics.” The full text of the report Wbk available on the day of its release,

November 16, on the LSNJ Web sieyw.Isnj.org

Legal Services of New Jersey, located in Edisothescoordinating office for the
state’s system of Legal Services programs, whiolige essential legal aid in civil
matters to low-income people in all twenty-one desin New Jersey. To help reduce
the legal needs of those in poverty, the PovergeBech Institute conducts systemic
research on the incidence, effects and other aspégpbverty in the state, and the
relationships among poverty, work and public peleand makes its findings available to

the public.



